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Eamonn Coghlan Launches NCTC Scheme for Assimilation of Experienced International Players / Athletes and Coaches into the National Coaching Development Plan











Ireland’s top players and coaches will have the opportunity to enter the National Coaching Development Programme (NCDP) under a new scheme announced on December 11th 2002. The Scheme will provide for the Assimilation of Experienced International Players, Athletes and Coaches into the NCDP. 





Coaches who have suitable experience and qualifications will be entitled to apply for assimilation at Level 2 or higher of the Programme. This final opportunity for experienced coaches to be given credit for their previous experience and qualifications will be open until December 31st 2003. After that date, all coaches wishing to gain qualifications within the NCDP will be required to begin at Introduction to Coaching or Level 1, depending on the requirements of each sport.





Eamonn Coghlan, World Champion and World Record Holder, now enthusiastically involved in coaching himself launched the new scheme, which provides for the Assimilation of Experienced International Players, Athletes and Coaches, into the National Coaching and Development Programme (NCDP). The launch at the NCTC on December 11th also involved a panel discussion on the theme  ‘Capturing Excellence in Sport’. The panel included:  Lt. Colonel Gerry Mullins, (Chairman of the NCTC Assimilation Group), Eamonn Coghlan, Teresa Hurley, (Former Captain Irish Women’s Hockey Team.), Istvan Balyi (Planning and Periodisation Expert), Pat Duffy, (Director NCTC) and Liam Moggan, (Coach Education Development Officer NCTC).  





Speaking at the launch Eamonn Coghlan said  “The new Scheme introduces a system for recognising the qualifications and experience of top players and athletes. The idea is to provide a clearer route for such high level  performers to become involved in coaching and to maximise the wealth of expertise they can bring back into the development of their sport”. 











Continuing he said “ The new system will be agreed on a sport-by-sport basis and will be an on-going feature of the NCDP.  This will be a tremendous boost to Irish sport and it will effectively ‘tap into’ the pool of accumulated expertise of top players / athletes.  Their expertise will not be lost to Irish sport, which unfortunately is the situation in the majority of cases now.  The impact of more high profile players / athletes becoming coaches provide a magnet for more young people to connect with sport, with all the positive dimensions on health, safety and personal disciplines and enjoyment”.





Commenting on the new development, Lt. Colonel Gerry Mullins (Chairman of the NCTC Assimilation Committee) said: “This is a most important development for Irish sport. Up to now, the NCDP has put in place the basic coach education structure across all sports. This Scheme gives a chance to many of our top players, athletes and coaches to become involved at a level which recognises their experience and which encourages them to play a more active role in the development of their sport.’ 





The process will be overseen by an Assimilation Board, which will be chaired by Lt Colonel Mullins and which will consist of a broad range of personnel from Irish sport. All applicants to the Scheme will be asked to fill out a profile form, which will be submitted, to NCTC. A review process, involving input from the relevant sport and the Assimilation Board will then be carried out.





The Chief Executive of the Irish Sports Council, Mr John Treacy welcomed the Scheme, saying: ‘ As a former international athlete myself, I am delighted to see that there is to be a new system for encouraging athletes into coaching. We have a wealth of experience in this country at the highest levels of sport and it is vital that our coaching system picks up on this expertise. The Irish Sports Council is very pleased to have provided support to NCTC to put this initiative in place.”





The first phase of applications for the Scheme has now been called for, with a deadline of March 1st.  An explanatory pamphlet on the scheme may be obtained by contacting Elizabeth Stundon at NCTC (elizabeth.stundon@ul.ie or 061-202895) or may be viewed on the NCTC Web-site (web-site address). The second phase of applications will be called for in September 2003, with the final closing date for experienced coaches being December 31st. Players and athletes may apply to the scheme on an on-going basis after that date. 








For further information:





Liam Moggan,  Assimilation Coordinator, NCTC, T:  061 - 208295 


Tim O’Brien, O’Brien Communications, T:  061 – 417200  /  M:  087 – 2417664
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Brochure on Scheme & Sports pulse


