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National Coaching and Training Centre (NCTC) Director moves to head up top UK coaching agency

The Director of the National Coaching and Training Centre (NCTC), Dr. Pat Duffy, has been appointed as Chief Executive of the UK's lead coaching agency sports coach UK.  Dr. Duffy will complete his full-time duties at NCTC during the 8th National Forum at the University of Limerick between September 2nd and 4th next and will commence his duties with sports coach UK on September 5th.

Speaking about his move from the NCTC Dr. Pat Duffy said: 'It is a tremendous honour to be appointed to this position at such an important time for UK sport. It was a very difficult decision to move on from NCTC, but the challenge and professional development opportunities of the UK position are just what I need at this stage of my career. I have made many good friends and colleagues in Irish sport and retain a long-term interest in the development of our system here. We have a tremendous sporting heritage; hard-working NGBs and volunteers; dedicated coaches and players/athletes who are committed to achieving international success.'
Dr. Duffy continued: 'One of the main reasons I was approached about the sports coach UK job was the record of and esteem in which the NCTC and its staff are held internationally. It has been an absolute privilege to work with the NCTC technical and administrative teams and I am certain that they have a key role to play in addressing the challenges currently facing Irish sport. I have also learned a great deal from the many experienced board members, sports administrators, coaches, players and athletes with whom I have had contact. NCTC has also benefited with a superb working environment thanks to the vision, support and world class facilities at the University of Limerick.'
Dr. Duffy, who has worked at NCTC since its inception in 1991, took on the position of Director in 1994. During that time the Centre has become established as Ireland's governmental technical agency in coaching, coach education and sports science/medical support for players and athletes. NCTC has put in place a national coach education system (the National Coaching Development Programme -NCDP) which has seen the certification of over 27,000 coaches in partnership with over 30 sports. The Centre has also provided sports science and medical support for over 50 medal-winning performances by Irish players and athletes on the European and World stage. This support is delivered directly by the Centre and through a 350-strong network of sports science and medical service providers around the country.
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In addition to his involvement in guiding the service delivery aspects of NCTC, Dr. Duffy has played a role in a number of important initiatives including the FAI Technical Development Plan; Basketball Ireland SuperLeague Board; UL Arena and 50 metre pool; European 5-level coaching structure; Targeting Sporting Change in Ireland; Code of Ethics and Good Practice for Children's Sport; Building Pathways in Irish Sport; Sports Strategy for Northern Ireland; High Performance Strategy. He is currently Chairman of the European Coaching Council and Vice President (Europe) of the International Council for Coach Education. 

sports coach UK is the government-designated lead agency for coaching in the UK, charged with implementing the 2002 Coaching Task Force Report which has seen an additional £27m per annum directed at coaching initiatives and the initiation of a UK-wide coaching certificate. The role of the organisation in the development of coaching has been further highlighted through the designation of London as the host city for the 2012 Olympics and paralympics. sports coach UK is a registered charity based in Leeds. The core company has 90 full time staff, while its affiliated trading company Coachwise employs a further 60 full time staff.
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