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1.
INTRODUCTION

A pilot study was conducted to investigate the position of school sport in a sample of 43 primary and post primary schools. The purposes of the study were to pilot an instrument which might be used in a wider study and to collect pre-liminary data on a range of variables relating to the delivery of school sport. The study was co-ordinated by the National Coaching and Training Centre (NCTC) in cooperation with the Football Association of Ireland (FAI), the Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA) and the Irish Rugby Football Union (IRFU).

The methodology used was a postal questionnaire, which was followed up by individual contact from development officers from either the FAI, GAA or IRFU.  The questionnaire was customised to the primary and post-primary sectors.  Copies of the questionnaire are included in Appendix 1.  Schools were chosen for a selective sample by representatives of the FAI, GAA and IRFU.  This sampling method was chosen with a view to maximising the response to the questionnaire and to obtaining feedback on the appropriateness of the instrument for possible use in a wider study on school sport. It is recognised that the results obtained cannot be regarded as providing a representative view among the wider population of schools, given the sampling method which was employed.  However, the data provide an indication of possible national trends.  In addition, a research instrument has been developed which may have use in a more national and representative study. 

2.
RESPONSES

Thirty schools responded to the questionnaire, representing a response rate of 69.7%.  A list of the schools included in the study is included in Appendix 2.  A breakdown according to primary and post-primary levels is provided in Figure 1.  
Primary Schools:



Post-Primary Schools:
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N = 10, (33.3%)
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The sub-classification of schools within the primary and post-primary categories was as follows:
Type of Primary School:


Type of Secondary School:

100% were Primary only


1:
Vocational – 15%







2:
Secondary – 60%







3:
Community School – 25%

Gender:




Gender:

Male only – 40%



Male only – 40%

Female only – 0%



Female only – 5%

Mixed – 60%




Mixed – 55%


It should be noted that the sample included a very small number of female only schools, both at primary and post-primary level.  This is reflective of the schools selected for this study, given that the three sporting organisations in question draw the majority of their membership from the male population.

3.
SCHOOL SIZE

The size of the schools involved in the study is outlined below.

Average Number of Primary Pupils:
Average Number of Secondary Pupils:

1st Class –   36.6



Year 1 – 
   118.3

2nd Class –  38.7



Year 2 – 
   114.9

3rd Class –  38.3



Year 3 – 
   118.2

4th Class –  44.2



Transition Year – 33.1

5th Class -  39




Year 5 – 
   121.5

6th Class –  45.8



Year 6 – 
   115.8

Total -      255.6



Total – 
   628.5

The average primary school population was 40.7% of that of secondary schools.
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Figure 2:  Pupil Distribution

Primary

Post-Primary 


The distribution of pupils is outlined in Figure 2.

Average Number of (Primary)

Average Number of (Post-Primary)

Teachers:




Teachers:

Male –     3.7




Male –     21.2

Female –  9.6




Female – 20.3

Total –   13.3




Total –    41.5

4.
PROVISION OF SCHOOL SPORT:  EXTERNAL

Schools were asked to outline the provision which they made for external school sport. External school sport was defined as ‘sport which involves the fielding of teams to play against other schools. As well as team games, a team may refer to students(s) taking part in an event individually or as part of a school team (e.g. athletics, swimming)’. A number of variables were investigated from 1st to 6th class (primary schools) and under 13 to under 18 (post-primary schools). These variables were: 

· Number of school teams

· Number of students involved

· Number of teachers involved

· Number of external persons involved

· Number of students involved in more than 1 team

· Average number of games in a season

The involvement of teachers and external personnel was cross-checked against lists of such personnel which were provided as part of the response to the questionnaire.  A moderate degree of reliability was noted on this variable, with some discrepancies evident between the numbers reported by the school and the names recorded.  Numbers were adjusted by the researchers to tally with the actual names provided by the school in each case.  However, the average number of games per season was calculated differently between schools, with some schools calculating a global average for each age or class category, while others calculated the average by team. Accordingly, it is recommended that this variable be discounted in the final analysis of data.  If this variable is included in any further study, it is suggested that the question format be changed to ensure that there is no ambiguity about the information which is sought.  This may mean seeking the total number of games for each class or age category, for all teams.

The data presented below outlines the average figures relating to the provision of external school sport obtained from primary and post-primary schools.

Primary




Post-Primary

1st Class:




Under 13s

No. school teams – 0



No. school teams – 4.4

No. students involved – 2.3 (0.9%)*          
No. students involved – 66.1 (10.5%)* 

No. teachers involved – 0.3


No. teachers involved – 4.2

No. external persons involved – 0.1

No. external persons involved – 1.4

No. students playing 1 or more sports – 2.6
No. students playing 1/more sports –29

Average no. of games – 1.2


Average no. of games – 22.7

* Percentages here refer to a % of the total school population
2nd Class:




Under 14s

No. school teams – 1.2


No. school teams – 4.4

No. students involved – 2.4  (0.9%)          
No. students involved – 61.2 (9.7%)

No. teachers involved – 0.8 


No. teachers involved – 3.9

No. external persons involved – 0.1  

No. external persons involved – 1.2

No. students playing 1 or more sports - 3
No. students playing 1/more sports – 25.1

Average no. of games – 2.7


Average no. of games – 19.7 

3rd Class:




Under 15s

No. school teams – 0.3


No. school teams – 3.7

No. students involved – 11.2
 (4.4%)
No. students involved – 54.1 (8.6%)

No. teachers involved – 1.3 
 

No. teachers involved – 3.7

No. external persons involved – 0.2 

No. external persons involved – 1.3

No. students playing 1 or more sports – 4.3
No. students playing 1/more sports –21.3

Average no. of games – 3.6


Average no. of games – 16.8 

4th Class:




Under 16s

No. school teams – 1.3


No. school teams – 3.4 

No. students involved – 18.1
 (7.1%)
No. students involved – 50.2 (8.0%)

No. teachers involved – 2.1


No. teachers involved – 3.0

No. external persons involved – 1.2 

No. external persons involved – 1.1

No. students playing 1 or more sports – 9.1
No. students playing 1/more sports -20.7

Average no. of games – 5.9


Average no. of games – 11.3

5th Class:




Under 17s

No. school teams – 2



No. school teams – 1.8

No. students involved – 24.5
 (9.6%)
No. students involved – 24.8 (4.0%)

No. teachers involved – 2.8


No. teachers involved – 1.6

No. external persons involved - 1.2 

No. external persons involved – 0.3

No. students playing 1 or more sports – 9.7
No. students playing 1/more sports –12.4

Average no. of games – 7.3


Average no. of games – 7 .3              

6th Class:




Under 18s

No. school teams – 3.7


No. school teams – 5.0

No. students involved – 28.6
 (11.2%)
No. students involved – 54.6 (10.3%)

No. teachers involved – 3.4


No. teachers involved – 4.0

No. external persons involved – 2.3 

No. external persons involved - 1.8

No. students playing 1 or more sports – 7.6 
No. students playing 1/more sports –26

Average no. of games – 11.4


Average no. of games – 23.2

Totals:





Totals:

Total no. school teams – 5.25


Total no. school teams – 22.2

Total no. students involved – 83.3 

Total no. students involved – 304.6 (32.6%)




(48.5%)

Total no. teachers involved – 
4.4

Total no. teachers involved – 9.1

Total no. ext. persons involved – 2.4

Total no. ext. persons involved – 3.5

Total no. students playing 1 or more – 32 
Total no. students playing 1/more – 132.1

Total avg. no. of games – 15.6

Total avg. no. of games – 92.8

The results show that there are proportionately less children participating in external 

sports at primary level (32.6%) than at post-primary level (48.5%).  Figure 3 outlines the percentage involvement in external school sport by class group, primary and post-primary.  

[image: image3.wmf]Figure 3:  Involvement in external school sport 

by class group/age category

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

6th

U13

U14

U15

U16

U17

U18

% of total school population  involved 

in school sport

Primary

Post-Primary


5.
PROVISION OF SCHOOL SPORT:  INTERNAL

Schools were asked to outline the provision which they made for internal school sport. Internal school sport was defined as ‘sport which refers to internal school events and competitions and which does not involve competing against other schools.’  A number of variables were investigated from 1st to 6th class (primary schools) and under 13 to under 18 (post-primary schools). These variables were: 

· Number of internal teams

· Number of students involved

· Number of teachers involved

· Number of external persons involved

The involvement of teachers and external personnel was cross-checked against lists of such personnel which were provided as part of the response to the questionnaire.  A moderate degree of reliability was noted on this variable, with some discrepancies evident between the numbers reported by the school and the names listed.  Numbers were adjusted by the researchers to tally with the names provided by the school in each case. 

1st Class:




Year 1

No. of internal teams -  0.1


No. of internal teams – 5.8 



No. students involved – 13.5
 (36.9%)*
No. students involved – 50.8 (42.9%)*

No. teachers involved – 0.4


No. teachers involved – 2.5
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No. ext. persons involved – 0.4

No. ext. persons involved – 0.4

2nd Class:




Year 2

No. of internal teams – 0.1


No. of internal teams – 4.3



No. students involved – 16.8 (43.4%)
No. students involved – 38 (33%)

No. teachers involved – 1


No. teachers involved – 1.7

No. ext. persons involved – 0.4

No. ext. persons involved – 0.1

3rd Class:




Year 3

No. of internal teams – 1.2  


No. of internal teams – 1.6


No. students involved – 27.1 (70.8%)         No. students involved – 17.4 (14.7%)

No. teachers involved – 1.5


No. teachers involved – 1.3

No. ext. persons involved – 1.8

No. ext. persons involved – 0.1

4th Class:




Transition Year

No. of internal teams - 2.1 


No. of internal teams – 1.1 



No. students involved – 27.8
 (62.9%)         No. students involved – 14.8 (44.7%)

No. teachers involved – 1.6


No. teachers involved – 1.0

No. ext. persons involved – 1.9

No. ext. persons involved – 0.2

5th Class:




Year 5

No. of internal teams – 1.9  


No. of internal teams – 1.8



No. students involved – 25.4
 (65.1%)
No. students involved – 23.8 (19.6%)

No. teachers involved – 2.4


No. teachers involved – 1.4

No. ext. persons involved – 2.3

No. ext. persons involved – 0.1

6th Class:




Year 6

No. of internal teams – 2.9  


No. of internal teams – 1.8


No. students involved – 27.4
 (59.9%)
No. students involved – 21.7 (18.7%)

No. teachers involved – 2.3 
 

No. teachers involved – 1.6

No. ext. persons involved – 2.1

No. ext. persons involved – 0.1

Totals





Totals

Total no. internal teams – 8.3


Total no. internal teams – 15.4

Total no. students involved –
139 

Total no. students involved – 166.5

Total no. teachers involved – 3.0

Total no. teachers involved – 3.6

Total no. ext. persons involved – 2.3

Total no. ext. persons involved – 0.2

* Percentages here refer to a percentage of the class group.
It can be seen that 139 (54.3%) pupils at primary level and 166.5 (26.5%) pupils at post primary level participate in internal school sport. Proportionately less children participate in internal sports at post primary level than at primary level.  

Figure 4 outlines the percentage involvement of each class group in internal school sport, primary and post-primary.
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6.
TEACHER AND EXTERNAL INVOLVEMENT IN SCHOOL SPORT

Schools were asked to outline the level of involvement of teachers and external personnel in school sport. Numbers of teachers and external personnel are recorded as an average per school and are outlined below.

Teachers (primary)



 Teachers (post-primary)

Total no. teachers coaching – 4.5 

Total no. teachers coaching – 9.7

Avg. timetabled hours of sport -1.2

Avg. timetabled hours of sport  – 0.8


Avg. hrs. sport outside school – 1.9

Avg. hrs. sport outside school – 5.7


External Personnel (primary)

External Personnel (post-primary)

No. external persons involved – 3.8

No. external persons involved – 4.2

Avg. hrs. per week – 3.2


Avg. hrs. per week – 3.8

Primary:                                                        Post primary

Were external persons paid: 


Were external persons paid:

Yes – 60%




Yes – 50%

No – 20%




No – 40%

Did not respond – 20%


Did not respond – 10%

7.
RECENT TRENDS

Schools were asked to outline the position in relation to a number of recent trends in school sport. The results are outlined below:

Primary:




Post-primary:

Teachers involved in organising sport
Teachers involved in organising sport

Has increased – 50%



Has increased – 25%

Has stayed the same – 30%


Has stayed the same – 20%

Has decreased – 20%



Has decreased – 50%








Did not respond – 5%

Students involved in school sport

Students involved in school sport

Has increased – 50%



Has increased – 30%

Has stayed the same – 40%


Has stayed the same – 40%

Has decreased – 10%



Has decreased – 25%





Did not respond – 5%

Ext. persons involved in school

Ext. persons involved in school

Has increased – 70%



Has increased – 45%

Has stayed the same – 30% 


Has stayed the same – 45%

Has decreased – 0%



Has decreased – 5%








Did not respond – 5% 

Student’s fitness levels


Student’s fitness levels

Has increased – 10%



Has increased – 20%

Has stayed the same – 50%


Has stayed the same – 35%

Has decreased – 40%


            Has decreased – 45%

Student’s motivation



Student’s motivation

Has increased – 70%



Has increased – 25%

Has stayed the same – 20%


Has stayed the same – 30%

Has decreased – 10%



Has decreased – 45%
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Evidence of substance abuse


Evidence of substance abuse

Has increased – 0%



Has increased – 25%

Has stayed the same – 70%


Has stayed the same – 55%

Has decreased – 0%



Has decreased – 10%

Did not respond – 30%


Did not respond – 10%

Evidence of obesity



Evidence of obesity

Has increased – 30%



Has increased – 35%

Has stayed the same – 40%


Has stayed the same – 45%

Has decreased – 10%



Has decreased – 20%
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Did not respond – 20%

Academic pressure



Academic pressure

Has increased – 10%



Has increased – 75%

Has stayed the same – 80%


Has stayed the same – 25%

Has decreased – 0%



Has decreased – 0%

Did not respond – 10%
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8.
SCHOOL POLICY

A number of questions were posed in relation to school policy. The results are outlined below:

Primary:                                                       Post-primary:

Does school have written policy for sport?
Does school have written policy for sport?

Yes – 20% 




Yes – 35%

No – 80%




No – 65%

Position of Responsibility for sport?

Position of Responsibility for sport?

Yes – 60%




Yes – 65%

No – 40%




No – 35%

Written policy on Physical Education?
Written policy on Physical Education?

Yes – 70%




Yes – 30%

No – 30%




No – 70%

Does school have qualified PE teachers?
Does school have qualified PE 

teachers?

Yes – 20%




Yes – 95%
No – 80%




No – 5%

Are there rewards / incentives for being
Are there rewards / incentives for being

involved in school sport?


involved in school sport?

Yes – 40% 




Yes – 25%

No –  50%




No – 75%

Did not respond – 10%

No. of qualified PE teachers? 

No. of qualified PE teachers? 

Avg. – 0.1 teachers per school.

Avg. – 1.6 teachers per school.

9.
FACTORS WHICH WOULD MOST CONTRIBUTE TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF SPORT IN YOUR SCHOOL: PRIMARY SCHOOLS

Schools were asked to identify, in order of priority, the factors which would most contribute to the development of sport in the school. The responses were analysed using a points system, where 5 points were allocated to the most important factor, 4 to the next most important and so on. The results below are presented in descending order, with the factors identified as being most important presented first.
Improved facilities   Total raw score = 42

Better facilities (5)

Proper facilities (5)

Additional facilities and resources (5)

School sports hall (5)

Upgrading of facilities (4)

Access to large, modern sports hall (4)

Playing field (4)

Indoor facility for training (3)

Extra hard court/all weather facilities (3)

More equipment (2)

More equipment (2)

Financial support   = 14

Funding for sports equipment (4)

Grants for improvement of buildings (winter sports) (3)

Extra money for equipment (3)

Resources for buses, equipment, outings (3)

Funding towards outside school facilities (1)

More external coaches   = 12

More external qualified coaches to visit school on regular basis (5)

Extra qualified external coaches (5)

More external coaches in different sports (2)

More P.E. teachers   = 10

PE teacher funded by Dept. Ed (5)

PE teacher (4)

Spare Qualified PE teacher (1)

Incentives/ Dept. help for taking sport   = 9

Reward system for teachers to promote and get involved (4)

Remuneration for input by teachers (3)

Incentives for non-teachers to become involved in sport in school (2)

More timetabled sport   = 9

Extra time for teacher coaching during school time (not lunchtime) (5)

More time available for sport on timetable (4)

Greater local level and NGB support     = 8

Visits to school by prominent sportsman/teams (4)

Free admission for all U16s to matches/events in order to stimulate interest (2)

Local clubs to sponsor and supply volunteers (2)

More coaches   = 5

Increased no. of qualified coaches in the school (5)

Increased parental, teacher and management support   = 3

More parental involvement (3)

Staff involvement
Post of responsibility of sport in school

Dept. recognition for student participation

Others:

Better competitions and organisation (4)

Greater publicity for school sports/teams (3)

Other comments:

 Only have outdoor facility - during bad weather there is no PE

 No reward for help with sport.  Problem of responsibility and openness (being sued due to accidents)

 PE often not well taught.  Qualified coach would be better than PE teacher (When they're good they're good, but when they're bad they're awful)

 More time should be allocated to PE in curriculum - at least 2hrs weekly.  No child should leave primary school unable to swim.

 Secondary school should promote and follow through on sports promoted at primary level and not focus on one.

10.
FACTORS WHICH WOULD MOST CONTRIBUTE TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF SPORT IN YOUR SCHOOL: POST-PRIMARY SCHOOLS

Schools were asked to identify, in order of priority, the factors which would most contribute to the development of sport in the school. The responses were analysed using a points system, where 5 points were allocated to the most important factor, 4 to the next most important and so on. The results below are presented in descending order, with the factors identified as being most important presented first.
Staff involvement   Total raw score = 44

Increased teacher involvement by timetabling hours (5)

Employment of more teachers interested in sport (5)

Timetabling of staff for sporting activity (5)

More teacher involvement (5)

More staff involvement (younger staff required) (5)

Teaching staff dedicated to sport (5)

Greater staff involvement (4)

Greater teacher participation (4)

Hiring staff for sporting interests and qualifications (3)

Better cover for teachers attending sports events (3)

Financial support   = 37

Money for equipment and coaching (5)

More funding - at present there is nothing (5)

More resources/funding (4)

More money invested (4)

Funding through governing bodies (3)

Funding for use of all weather facilities (3)

More funding (3)

Funding for upgrade of/new equipment (2)

Availability of income for sports gear (2)

More financial help towards the provision of sports facilities in the school by Dept. of Ed. (2)

More funding (1)

Funding to create a sports co-ordinator position in the school (1)

Financial support (1)

Transport cost and financial burden of running teams (1)

Improved facilities   = 35

Improved facilities (5)

More pitches (5)

Improvement of facilities/resources (5)

New pitch (4)

Development of school pitch (4)

More equipment (4)

Facilities for external sport (3)

Improved facilities (3)

Better facilities (2)

More timetabled sport   = 34

Timetabled sport (5)

More P.E. hours (5)

More time allocation for sport (PE classes) (4)

Timetabling people for sports involvement (3)

Timetabling of games/classes (3)

Increase in timetabled periods (3)

Regular timetable slot for sport (3)

Acknowledgement from Dept. Ed. that time has to be made in timetable for sport (3)

Bigger choice of internal/external sports (3)

More timetabled - not PE Sport during school hours (2)

More external coaches   = 26

More external coaches (5)

External support through coaching (4)

Greater help from external sources(more external coaches) (4)

Improved coaching + number of coaches (4)

More external help (4)

Provision of external coaching personnel (4)

Extra external help (1)

Incentives/ Dept. help for taking sport   = 21

Incentives for non-PE teachers to become involved in extra curricular activities (5)

Rewards/Incentives for teachers (5)

Good payment for time given to sport (4)

Incentives for staff to get involved in games (3)

Realistic incentives for all students/staff participating in sport (2)

Expenses of officials for matches to be paid by Dept. of Ed. (1)

Recognition/reward for teachers involved (1)

Increased parental, teacher and management support   = 15

Improved education of parents/students/teachers to importance of sport (4)

Support from management (3)

Support from parents (2)

More interest and support from parents (club V school) (1)

Increased student and parental awareness of benefits of sporting involvement (1)

Decrease academic pressure from opposing teachers within school (4)

Greater local level and NGB support for school sports     = 11

More cooperation from county boards (4)

Success of club and county teams (4)

Cooperation from local clubs, re. Fixtures, pitches (2)

Help from governing bodies (coaching and development) (1)

Increased student interest in sport / P.E.   = 10

Increased student motivation (club V school) (5)

Cyclical nature of pupil's interest in sport (3)

Less part time work by students (2)

Dept. recognition for student participation   = 7

Department recognition for students participating in sport for school (4)

Academic points recognition for participation/achievements in extra curricular activities (3)

More coaches   = 5

Increased number of coaches in each sport (5)

More P.E. teachers   = 5

More PE teachers (5) 

Post of responsibility of sport in school   = 5

Post of responsibility of sport (4)

Sports policy in the school (1)

Other comments:

 More PE teachers in the school

 Access to external all-weather pitches with shower facilities

 Very academic school which takes away emphasis of sport

 Reward for effort (coaching, etc) needs to be provided so that sport will remain important in school

 External help from various sporting clubs helps to provide extra opportunities for involvement

 Biggest problem is lack of personnel to coach teams.  Greater appreciation of parents/students/clubs for teachers efforts in these areas

 Recognition of students (esp. 6th Years) involved in sport - greater points, etc)

 Few teachers prepared to get involved after school hours.

11
SPORTS PLAYED WITHIN PRIMARY AND POST-PRIMARY SCHOOLS:  EXTERNAL

The following data were collated from the sports listed under each age and class category. Schools were asked to outline the provisions which they made for external sports involvement (i.e. that which involved competing against other schools). The data outline the frequency with which each sport was mentioned by primary and post-primary schools.

It should be noted that these data are likely to be influenced by the fact that the schools chosen for the study were in some way linked to the work of the development officers from the FAI, GAA and IRFU.  It should also be noted, that gender balance was not sought in the study, with the result that male oriented sports feature most prominently in the results.
Primary schools


Post-primary Schools

1st Class - 



U13 Sports - 

Athletics - 2



Soccer - 12

Gaelic Football - 1


Basketball - 11

Soccer - 1



Gaelic Football - 10

Rugby - 10

Athletics - 9

Hurling - 9

Hockey - 4

Camogie - 2

Handball - 2

Badminton - 1

Cricket - 1

Squash - 1

Table-tennis - 1

Volleyball - 1

2nd Class - 



U14 Sports - 

Gaelic Football - 3


Gaelic Football - 13

Athletics - 2



Athletics - 12

Hurling - 1



Basketball - 12

Soccer - 1



Hurling - 10

Rugby - 10

Soccer - 8

Hockey - 4

Badminton - 3 

Handball - 2

Swimming - 2

Tennis - 2

Camogie - 1

Cricket - 1

Golf - 1

Volleyball - 1

3rd Class - 



U15 Sports - 

Gaelic Football - 6


Soccer - 11

Athletics - 3



Athletics - 10

Hurling - 2



Rugby - 9

Soccer - 2



Gaelic Football - 6

Swimming - 2



Basketball - 5

Hockey - 5

Hurling - 5

Camogie - 3

Cricket - 2

Handball - 2

Badminton - 1

Golf - 1

Rowing - 1

Squash - 1

Table tennis - 1

Tennis - 1

Volleyball - 1

4th Class - 



U16 Sports - 

Gaelic Football - 7


Gaelic Football - 16

Hurling - 5



Basketball - 10

Athletics - 3



Hurling - 8

Soccer - 3



Soccer - 8

Draughts - 1



Athletics - 7 

Rugby - 1



Rugby - 7

Swimming - 1



Hockey - 3

Badminton - 2

Swimming - 2

Tennis - 2

Camogie - 1

Cricket - 1

Equestrian - 1

Golf - 1

Rowing - 1

Volleyball - 1

5th Class - 



U17 Sports - 

Gaelic Football - 7


Soccer - 13

Hurling - 4



Gaelic Football - 6

Soccer - 4



Athletics - 5

Athletics - 3



Hurling - 5

Camogie - 1



Rugby - 4

Chess - 1



Basketball - 3

Draughts - 1



Camogie - 2 

Swimming - 1



Cricket - 2

Table tennis - 1


Hockey - 2

Tennis - 1



Tennis - 2

Golf - 1

Table tennis - 1

6th Class - 



U18 Sports - 

Gaelic Football - 6


Gaelic Football - 16

Soccer - 6



Basketball - 11

Hurling - 4



Soccer - 11

Athletics - 3



Rugby - 10

Basketball - 2



Athletics - 8 

Camogie - 1



Hurling - 7

Chess - 1



Golf - 5

Hockey - 1



Camogie - 4 

Indoor Soccer - 1


Cricket - 3

Rowing - 1



Badminton - 2

Swimming - 1



Handball - 2

Table tennis - 1


Hockey - 2

Tennis - 1



Equestrian - 1

Rowing - 1

Tennis - 1

12.
SPORTS PLAYED WITHIN PRIMARY AND POST-PRIMARY SCHOOLS:  INTERNAL

The following data were collated from the sports listed under each age and class category. Schools were asked to outline the provisions which they made for internal sports involvement (i.e. that which involved sport within the school only and which did not involve competition against other schools). The data outline the frequency with which each sport was mentioned by primary and post-primary schools.

It should be noted that these data are likely to be influenced by the fact that the schools chosen for the study were in some way linked to the work of the development officers from the FAI, GAA and IRFU.  It should also be noted, that gender balance was not sought in the study, with the result that male oriented sports feature most prominently in the results.
Primary Schools


Post-primary Schools

1st Class



Year 1 - 

Gaelic Football - 4


Soccer - 8

Soccer - 4



Basketball - 6

Athletics - 1



Rugby - 3

Basketball - 1



Gaelic Football - 3

Hurling - 1



Badminton - 2

Rounders - 1



Hurling - 2

Rugby - 1



Indoor Soccer - 2

Skipping - 1



Rounders: - 2

Swimming - 1



Swimming - 2

Tennis - 2

Uni hockey - 2

Athletics - 1

Chess - 1

Equestrian - 1

Fitness - 1

Golf - 1

Gymnastics - 1

Handball - 1

Hockey - 1

Indoor hurling - 1

Judo - 1

Tip rugby - 1

Volleyball - 1

2nd Class -



Year 2 - 

Gaelic Football - 5


Soccer - 7 

Soccer - 5



Badminton - 2

Athletics - 2



Basketball - 5

Basketball - 1



Indoor Soccer - 2

Camogie - 1



Rounders - 2

Hockey - 1



Swimming - 2

Hurling - 1



Unihoc - 2

Indoor Soccer - 1


Athletics - 1

Rounders - 1



Chess - 1

Skipping - 1



Fitness - 1

Swimming - 1



Gaelic Football - 1

Golf - 1

Gymnastics - 1

Hockey - 1

Rugby - 1

Tennis - 1

Tip rugby - 1

Volleyball - 1

3rd Class -



Year 3 - 

Gaelic Football - 6


Soccer - 8

Soccer - 5



Basketball - 3

Athletics - 2



Rounders - 3

Basketball -2



Rugby - 3

Hurling - 2



Badminton - 2

Rounders -1



Gaelic Football - 2

Rugby - 1



Swimming - 2

Skipping - 1



Tennis - 2

Swimming - 1



Unihoc - 2

Golf - 1

Gymnastics - 1

Fitness - 1

Hurling - 1

Indoor soccer - 1

Judo - 1

Volleyball - 1

Equestrian - 1

4th Class -



Transition Year - 

Gaelic Football - 7


Soccer - 5

Soccer - 5



Basketball - 3

Hurling - 4



Rugby - 3

Athletics - 2



Equestrian - 2

Basketball - 2



Gaelic Football - 2

Chess - 1



Hurling - 2

Draughts - 1



Swimming - 2

Rounders - 1



Unihoc - 2

Rugby - 1



Volleyball - 2

Skipping - 1



Badminton - 1

Swimming - 1



Fitness - 1

Table tennis - 1


Golf - 1

Gymnastics - 1

Hill walking - 1

Hockey - 1

Indoor soccer - 1

Judo - 1

Rounders - 1

Tennis - 1

5th Class -



Year 5 - 

Gaelic Football - 5


Soccer - 6

Soccer - 4



Basketball - 4

Hurling - 3



Gaelic Football - 3

Athletics - 2



Rugby - 3

Basketball - 2



Swimming - 2

Badminton - 1
 


Unihoc - 2

Camogie - 1



Volleyball - 2

Chess - 1



Badminton - 1

Draughts - 1



Equestrian - 1

Hockey - 1



Fitness - 1

Rounders - 1



Gymnastics - 1

Skipping - 1



Hurling - 1 

Swimming - 1



Judo - 1

Table tennis - 1


Rounders - 1

Tennis - 1

6th Class -



Year 6 - 

Gaelic Football - 4


Soccer - 8

Soccer - 4



Basketball - 4

Basketball - 3



Gaelic Football - 4

Hurling - 3



Rugby - 3

Athletics - 2



Swimming - 2

Badminton - 1



Unihoc- 2

Camogie - 1



Volleyball - 2

Chess - 1



Badminton - 1

Draughts - 1



Equestrian - 1

Hockey - 1



Fitness - 1

Rounders - 1



Golf - 1

Rugby - 1



Gymnastics - 1

Skipping - 1



Hurling - 1

Swimming - 1



Judo - 1

Table tennis - 1


Rounders - 1

Tennis – 1
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