Riding Clubs, David Abbotl,
the steering commitlec com-
prises Alison Corbally and Av-
ril O*Byrne from Horse Sporl
freland; Linda Young from the
Association of jrish Riding
Establishments; Mary Fitzpa-
trick from the Trish Pony Club
and Show Jumping Treland
chairman Ronan Corrigan.

SEIITICE dlid sHD 1a
the scheduling of three Level |
programmes and 2 Level 2
coaching programme, both of
which are cerlificd by MST snd
Coaching Ireland.

Specific skills courses are
also available where partici-
pants can develop skills and
also get @ chance to network

iU s g

ber, and the ‘Equestrian Carcer
Progression Day’ al Punches-
town were hugely successful.
They allowed participants to
learn trom industry ecxperis
while enjoying the company of
{amily and friends.

At 'the heart of the Equestrian
Skillnet programme is the de-

computer-based Irmning pro-
gramme designed with the
horse enthusiast in mind. Parti-
cipants will be trained to use
their computers far more effec-
sively, with modules that cover
topics such as registering on-
line, editing digital photography
and video, designing brochures

SN G1C DILLEAEY 4 staseees s omw g0
up with the changing times.

Eguestrian Skilinet provides
subsidised training programimes
1o develop the worl-based skills
of those employcd in the sport
horse industry in Ireland and is
now offering this course for just
€295,

industry.

Eguestrian  Skitnet training
programumes are available 10
anyone employed in the Repub-
lic of Ireland.

For deiails contact Cathy
Cooper om 045-854514 or
nnooﬁﬁ,@roammmoiﬂw_u:a.mn

By Siobhan English

UNDER itz former litle, now
Horse Sport Ireland, the Eques-
{rian Federation of Ireland can
pride itsell’ in setiing up the
biggest coach education train-
ing programme for equestrian-
ism in the world.

Thanks to the vision and
drive of Irishwoman Joan
Keogh almost 15 years ago.
these coach education courses
are now widely recognised,
having not only being inte-
prated into the sysiem used by
Coaching Iretand (formerty No-
tional Coaching and Training
Centre) but also by the world’s
cquestrian gOVerniTg body, the
FEIL

Having been modelled in
McKee Barracks in the mid-
1990s, it is not surprising that
one of the Army’s lormer lop
rders, Gerry Mullins, was be-
hind this scheme right from the
starl. Down through the years
he has seen these courses —
introduction to Ceaching, Level
1 and Level 2 — grow into 2
worldwide success, hie himself
now being one of an elite group
of tutors.

Also qualified as a tulor is

Susanne Macken, who, like
Mullins, travels the world on a
regular basis to share her ex-
pertise with other tutors, both
now being part of an elite tutor
team.

To date some [35 courses
have isken place worldwide and
us far away as Africa, Pers and
Brazil, Only tecently Mullins
returned from conducting @
session i irag.

Fqually comimitied to enhan-

e liam Moggdan

cing the slandards of training
worldwide is Liam Moggan,
who is one of seven coach
education development oflicers
working with Coaching freland,
eguestrianism being one of his
specialist sports.

While Mulling or Macken
would work with futors on
cquestrian skills, Moggan trains
{he tutor in coaching skills, so
{hat their delivery is done as
effectively and professionally as
possible.

“} would spend 10 days
working with tutors,” Moggan
said, “and any one of those
tutors could then deliver to
some 20 coaches. These coa-
ches may then work wilh 20
riders each, which makes for a
lot of people.”

As well as his invelvement
with equestrian sport, Moggan
has also worked separately with
other athietes and for several
years has been a key member of
the team Dbehind the former
world champion snocker player
Ken Doherty.

So how does this all work
and how does one become an
equestrian coach?

The HSI Coach Education

Programme (geared towards

competitions) is based on pro-
viding courses for coaches un-
der the direction of HSI
appeinted tutors,

The Introduction to Coaching
is aimed at providing coaches,
parents and young horse produ-
cers with the basic skills and
techniques to coach at training
fevel.

Participants should be 16
years of age or over and have
a basic knowledge of horses
and horsemanship. They also
need to hold one of the follow-
ing qualifications: British Horse
Society Stage 1 & I Associa-
tion of lrish Riding Clubs
Grades | & 11; Irish Pony Club
€ or FETAC Horsemanship
Tevel 2.

The course Is run over onc
day and a certificate of atien-
dance will be awarded on
completion.

The aim of the Level 1
Course is 1o cover the essential
areas necessary to work compe-
tently as an assistant coach. at
novice level, with an emphasis
on skill development, participa-
tion and enjoyment.

This is run over four days (40
hours) and pagicipants should
be 18 years of age or over and

hold a certificate in one of the
following: British Horsc. So-
ciety AL Irish Pony Club,
Association of Irish Clubs
Grade 111 or British Equestrian
Tourism Ride Leader. ’

The Level T syllabus covers
all evenis and emphasises the
practical aspects of coaching.
Successful candidates will re-
ceive a Level I Coach certificate
of attendance which is issued
jointly by Herse Sport Ireland
and the FEL

The Level | certified coach
will also be expected to undet-
stand the concept of long-term
planning of training and be able
to plan and implement effective
fraining sessions.

The aim of the Level 2
course is io cover the essential
areas necessary to work compe-
tently as an independent eques-
trian coach up to elementary
level.

Participants of the Level 2
course (run over 80 hours) will
be assessed throughout, includ-
ing at a show or evenl. If they
acliieve the necessary standard,
they will be awarded the Level
2 Coach certificate. With this
they will be qualified to teach
independently.

Enfry requirements are high-
er and these coaches will have
successfully completed the Le-
vel 1 course or be a qualified
BHS T and alse be on the
current register of BHS instruc-
tors. Participants must have a
valid First Aid at Work or
Fquine Specific First Aid certi-
ficate and be 21 years of age or
aver. ’

with over 200 people
{hiroughout Ireland qualified as
Level | conches and a further
60 qualified as Level 2 coaches,
it is not surprising hat Ireland is
seen as one of the best training
countries in (he world at pre-
sent. “The Trish should be very
proud for starting these
courses,”’ Moggan added.
“Anyone in the world would
grab these coaches,” he added.

With the Level 3 syllabus
curren(ly being fine-tuned, now
is the time to get with the
programme and jois the grow-
ing list of respected trish coa-
ches which also boasts names
such as lan Fearon, Jack Doyle
and Captain David O'Brien.

For further information on all
of these courses contact Avril
(}'Byrme at Horse Sport Irefand.
Telephone 043-850800.
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